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The Crime Bill
and the Blac
ommunity

for violent crimes, including rape, and minimum

THE Crime Bill introduces mandatory life sentences

sentences for other crimes. It abolishes parole and
ends anonymity for child offenders. It is part of a law-and-
order agenda which elevates victims’ rights but under-
mines civil rights. As with the Police Bill, many oppose it,
but its implications for women and Black communities are
just beginning to be spelled out.

WAR has been campaigning for an overhaul of the crim-
inal justice system, an end to police, Crown Prosecution
Service and the courts’ bias against victims of rape and
domestic violence. Up to one-third of reported domestic
violence incidents are categorised as a ‘non-crime’ and no
action is taken. Of those recorded, most never reach the
courts. Yet domestic violence is the single most wide-
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There has been little opposition to the Bill by black com-

munities, even though Black peo-

le are up to 13 per cent more Eﬁe-
y than white people to be victims
of crime, but are less likely to get

justice. At the briefing, the

BWWFH spokesperson quoted
Doreen Lawrence: “The police had
investigated her family rather then
Stephen’s murder.”

Police figures show that
although they comprise only six
per cent of the population, Black
people are stopped, arrested and
convicted more often than whites;
one in five Black youths are
stopped by police; 38 per cent of

risoners on remand arc Black;
lack women are 20 per cent more

likely to be imprisoned than white
women, and serve longer sen-
tences.
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Our prisons are already over-
r cent of pris-
oners convicted of crimes against

property. In 1994, 75 per cent of

all new prisoners were unem-
ployed and half had outstanding

imprisoned for their first offence,
including non-payment of fines.

Of women imprisoned for non- :

payment of fines in 1994, 33 per

cent were convicted of prostitution

offences.
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i Lords’ opposition to the Crime
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Further information:

Crossroads Women'’s Centre, PO
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